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Introduction to NCIP HUB 

vCollaboration tool built on the HUBzero platform 
that enables sharing of data, tools and other 
resources among the cancer research community. 

vNCIP Hub is hosted by the Purdue University 
https://nciphub.org.

vYou can create your own research group and 
manage projects and collaborations using features 
including discussion forum, resource catalog, 
calendar, wiki, newsletter and collections. No IT 
skills required! 

vFocus on supporting NCI programs and grantees.

https://nciphub.org/
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NCIP HUB users and use case

vMost common use cases for the NCIP 
Hub are:
§ Sharing program/project information 

within the cancer research community 
in general and program participants.

§ Support for meetings and workshops: 
program planning, registration, 
posting presentations.

vUsers are program staff and grantees 
with minimal IT / informatics 
experience.
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Growth 2015 - Jul 2018

2015 2016 2017 2018

2015 2016 2017 2018 Avg

Groups 108 132 157 181
Members 1581 2211 2583 2669
Resources 390 455 476 507
Avg Members per Group 15 17 16 15 16

Avg Resources per Member 0.25 0.21 0.18 0.19 0.21
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NCIP HUB functionality walk through

Main Features:

1. Groups
2. Projects
3. Resources
4. Forums
5. Wish Lists
6. Calendar
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NCIP HUB Groups
v Can be used to replace or 

compliment a program website.
v Allow access to public or group 

members only.
v Extensive selection of tools 

supporting collaborations: wiki, 
calendar, discussion forum, wish 
lists, and more.
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Example Group

NCI Center to Reduce 
Cancer Health Disparities 
(CRCHD) PACHE Group:
vShare information about 

projects, best practices, 
relevant meetings.

vRelevant NCIP Hub 
functionality provided by 
Groups: Projects, Resources, 
Forums, Wish List, Calendar
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NCIP Hub Projects

v Manage well defined tasks: 
manuscript preparation and 
conference breakout session 
planning.

v Upload and organize project 
files and connect to Google 
Drive.

v Option to link related projects 
under Group functionality.
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Example Project

PACHE Hub
v Share information about 

partnerships.
v Share and organize files. 
To Do:
v Enter brief project 

description under “Info”.
v Update Files
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NCIP HUB Resources

v Submit presentations, white 
papers, videos.

v More formal way to publish digital 
assets than attaching files to NCIP 
Hub wiki or projects.

v Include authors, affiliations, 
license and funding information. 

v Support for Digital Object 
Identifiers, DOI.
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Example Resource

NCI Nanotechnology WG 
(Mervi Heiskanen, CBIIT)
v Used for sharing 

conference call 
presentations

v Submission of names and 
affiliations with the 
presentation ensures the 
presenter(s) get proper 
credit

v Submission of keywords 
(tags) make it easier for 
users to find content in the 
NCIP Hub
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NCIP HUB Discussion Forums

v Communicate with program 
participants to plan meetings and 
other program activities.

v Discuss workflows, protocols, 
challenges and suggest 
improvements.

v Ability to attach files to 
discussion threads: use to 
organize meeting materials.



12

Example Discussion Forum

Amigos Workshop (Shannon 
Hughes, DCB):
v Used as a pre workshop 

collaboration space to 
exchange ideas and to 
discuss meeting themes. 

v Also used for post 
workshop communications.

v Feedback: easy to navigate, 
ability to add attachments 
was useful. 
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NCIP HUB Wish Lists

vCollect community input 
to prioritize tasks and new 
features.

vAllows community to 
vote and comment on the 
wish list entries.
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Example Wish List

caNanoLab Data 
Curation (Luisa 
Russell, NCI)

vUsers: caNanoLab data 
curation team.

vSubmit, review and 
approve publications 
for submission to the 
caNanoLab database.
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NCIP Hub Calendar

vSchedule meetings and 
mange events, option to 
create multiple calendars.

vSupports meeting 
registration and abstract 
submission.
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Example Calendar

NCI Nanotechnology 
WG (Mervi Heiskanen, 
CBIIT)

• Mange weekly 
conference calls.
• Several project leads, 

all can access and edit a 
common calendar.
• Export events to Mac 

and  Google calendar 
(ics). 
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NCIP HUB USER 
DEMO



JOINING PACHE HUB

1. You will receive an email from NCIP HUB groups 
asking you to join the CRCHD PACHE HUB group. 
Check your spam folder also for this invite.

2. Click the blue box in the email that says, “Accept 
Invite” .

3. You will be led to the NCIP Hub landing page (home 
page).

4. At this point there are two options depending on 
whether you have an NCIP HUB account.

• Login to NCIP HUB 
and find that 
CRCHD PACHE 
HUB is added to 
your groups session 
on your dashboard.

If you 
already 
have a 

NCIP HUB 
account

• You first need to 
create one in order to 
access the CRCHD 
PACHE HUB group.

• Follow the next 
steps.

If you do 
not have a 
NCIP HUB 

account



CREATING AN ACCOUNT ON NCIP HUB

v Click on the Login/Register button on the top right-hand corner of the page (marked in red).



vYou can register one of three ways:

A. Using an affiliated 
institution. Select this 
method, search for your 
institution and the Hub will 
direct you to the institutions 
page for you to log in

B.  Sign in using your Google 
account. Select this method 
and the Hub will direct you to 
the Google sign in page for 
you to log in

C. Create an account through 
the Hub. Select this method, 
choose a User name and 
password, complete your 
contact information, agree to 
the terms of service



v Return to the email account that you used to register for the NCIP Hub account. You will receive an email from the 
NCIP Hub Administrator. Click the link provided to activate your account.



v Log in using the new credentials that you created.

v Once you log in, your dashboard should appear. Under the groups 
session of the dashboard, you must find the CRCHD PACHE HUB 
group added. 

v Click on the link to the group and access the group. 



OVERVIEW OF THE DIFFERENT FUNCTIONALITIES OF NCIP HUB



24

CREATING YOUR OWN GROUP ON NCIP HUB

v NCIP Hub https://nciphub.org.
v Browse public information without login.
v Create an account to set up your own “Test 

Group”: Go to Groups, Create New Group, 
Access to Group Members Only.

v Join the NCIP Hub User Group 
https://nciphub.org/groups/ncipworkinggroup.

https://nciphub.org/
https://nciphub.org/groups/ncipworkinggroup
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Please feel free to set up a time with us for a detailed personal walk 
through if you would like. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

vAparna Vinodh (Primary Contact)
• Email:  Aparna.Vinodh@nih.gov 
• Office Phone:  240-276-7816

vMervi Heiskanen
• Email: Mervi.Heiskanen@nih.gov

WE ARE HERE TO HELP ! – THE NCIP HUB TEAM
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THANK YOU !

ANY QUESTIONS ?

NCIP Hub NCI Team:
Mervi Heiskanen, Aparna Vinodh


